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school in Madison found her first year's work in English in the University 
of Wisconsin most exhausting. I am continually hearing complaint from 
pupils from schools all over Missouri. 

I have been sure in a few instances that the fault has been with the 
the universities. Many of them put their least experienced teachers 
in charge of the Freshman classes and, through a too great zeal, these 
teachers attempt to have their pupils do about the same work they 
themselves have just completed in their Senior year in some other 
school. 

I am sure there are many teachers and pupils who will be grateful 
to the Council for aid along this line. For years the work suggested by 
the Committee on College-Entrance Requirements has been an unspeak- 
able help. 

Josephine Norville 

Chiixicothe, Mo. 

QUESTIONS FOR THE COUNCIL 
Among the numerous questions the Council might profitably consider 
at an early date, I suggest the following: 

1. Co-operation with the efforts of other bodies to secure uniformity 
in grammatical nomenclature in all language-study. 

2. The organization of local associations to serve as branches of the 
National Council and to aid in disseminating the ideas of the Council. 

3. The feasibility of the employment in secondary schools of assist- 
ants for theme-reading, so that experienced teachers may have more 
time for preparation and for classroom teaching. 

4. The selection of a list of books for home reading. Such a list, 
which might contain several hundred titles, should receive the official 
approval of the Council and would form a valuable, uniform foundation 
for more extended lists to be constructed by individuals according to 
their preferences. 

5. The determination and publication of the maximum number of 
pupils to whom a teacher may be expected to do justice, especially in 
composition, under conditions generally prevalent. 

May I be pardoned for suggesting also that whatever measures are 
recommended by the Council should be based upon a substantial una- 
nimity of opinion among authorities; and that wherever authorities 
exhibit a diversity of opinion, the Council should refrain from 
making any recommendation ? The chief danger in the wholly praise- 
worthy effort to promote uniformity in the teaching of English is that of 
failing to allow sufficient latitude for varying personalities and conditions 
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of work. The very nature of the teaching of English is such that there 
must be less uniformity of method and even of course of study than in 
the teaching of any other subject. 

Ernest C. Noyes 
Department ojp English 
Pittsburgh Normal High School 



MODERN LITERATURE FOR HIGH-SCHOOL USE 

The Illinois Association of Teachers of English, at its meeting last 
week, instructed its delegates to the National Council to bring to atten- 
tion the matter of current literature suitable for high-school use. There 
are two things we should like to see the Council do: 

i. To include in its list for class reading, study, or whatever you 
choose to call it, some books of the last ten years. Our present custom 
of using only old books in the classroom leaves the pupil with no acquaint- 
ance with the literature of the present day, from which he is sure to 
choose his reading after graduation. 

2. To appoint a committee to compile a list of comparatively recent 
books suitable for home reading by the pupils. All of us feel the need 
of such a list, but few of us feel that, unaided, we are able to choose intel- 
ligently or even safely. Through such a committee, this Council could 
frame a very satisfactory list. 

We hope that, in spite of the many problems pressing for solution, 
it will not be found impossible to make at least a beginning in this 
direction. 

Wilbur W. Hatfield 

Farragut High School 
Chicago, III. 



UNIFORM GRAMMATICAL NOMENCLATURE 
In the November number of the School Review, in my paper in the 
"Symposium on Grammatical Nomenclature," I expressed the opinion 
that our committee should go ahead and present a report at the St. Louis 
meeting of the Department of Superintendence. I ought to explain 
that that article was written last March. At that time I supposed that 
the National Education Association would make an appropriation for 
the use of its committee, to the end that we might meet and carry out 
the terms of our commission. No such appropriation was forthcoming, 
and our committee has not had a meeting. What work we have done 
has been done by correspondence. 

Furthermore, since the article was written our committee has been 



